[bookmark: _GoBack]I.		Provide Broad Context of Columbia River and the Grand Coulee Dam
			- step back and provide an admittedly facile framework
			- Colombia River Watershed (5th largest watershed in N. America by volume)
			- Dams on the Columbia River
			- Grand Coulee Dam
			- Other famous Dams (Soviet Dam, Itaipu in Brazil/Paraguay, Three Gorges, Hoover Dam)
				- Rorshach test: How do you feel?

II.		These are Landmarks, aren’t they?
			- Why?
			- human-built landmarks 

III.		Worldwide 20th Century Phenomenon of Dams: Number of “Large Dams” Worldwide

57,000 large dams worldwide. A large dam is defined by the dam industry as one higher than 15 metres (taller than a four-story building). There are more than 300 major dams - giants which meet one of a number of criteria on height (at least 150 metres), dam volume and reservoir volume.

So, clearly something going on here.  Vast majority of these dams built in a span of 100 years. What explains this historical phenomenon?

[slide of Grand Coulee Construction]

IV.		Materiality: Why did this global phenomenon happen in the 20th Century? (Grand Coulee 
Construction site).  Why can you build a dam in the 20th Century vs. 17th Century?
			- steel
			- concrete
			- earth moving equipment, transportation networks: internal combustion engine
			- electricity
			- geology
			- dynamite
	- bureaucratic structure (command of the state to mobilize material, financial, and human 
resources)
			- power of the state to generate campaigns of moral suasion

V.		We know how to build a dam, but Why build a dam?  And why, particularly in the 20th Century?

			- late 19th century population growth	 
			- economic growth: agricultural growth (particularly in middle America and the West
							   : commercial transportation (regulate inland waterways)
			- Mississippi floods (1844, 1851, and the big one in 1927)
			- resource conservation (outgrowth of the Progressive era)
			- birth of Bureau of Reclamation (1902: irrigation) and the Corps of Engineers (flood and 
navigation) (Theodore Roosevelt Dam 1911 – Salt River)
- global depression (TVA: 1933 congressional charter – Mr. TVA – David Lilienthal)

Slide on multi-purpose Water Management

VI.		Multi-Purpose Water Development

Various slides 

“On its debut in New York, WPA director Harry Hopkins said to the cast: "People will say it's propaganda. Well, I say what of it? .The big power companies have spent millions on propaganda for the utilities. It's about time that the consumer had a mouthpiece."

Slide of Harry Morrison

V. 		Cold War: Soviet and U.S. led Post-War Development Efforts
			- Morrison-Knudson (Hoover Dam)
			- Bretton Woods (1944): Int’l Bank for Reconstruction & Development (IBRD): World Bank
			- Africa, SE Asia, South Asia

Slide of Elwha Dam

VI.		The End of the Big Dam Era?
			- emerging environmental consciousness (emerging from Rachel Carson, through New Left Era, 
and environmental movements: fish, ecological services
- U.S.: Yes (slide of Elwha Dam)
			- other locales: no

Slide of Tibet

Slide of “One River, Many Voices”

VI.		Back to the Grand Coulee Dam: 

We’ve looked at Grand Coulee as a human built artifact, how it could be built, some of the reasons why it was built, but the real set of questions that we want to explore is how this human artefact, largely unchanged in its materiality over the decades, reveals about our historical journey as a society since the construction of the dam.  What does the dam tell us about change and continuity in definitions of our own identity, changes/continuities about our values, and changes/continuities about our perception of the natural environment.

 Slide: Grand Coulee Dam: Meanings and Memories

Who owns the landscape?  How do we define sovereignty?  How are identities formed and maintained vis-à-vis place?  Whose identities are deemed important?  How are identities adjudicated?  How are historical narratives shaped, memories revised?  How do we guarantee the rights of the minority? How do we maintain pluralistic values and practices? How do we define the collective good? And ultimately, do the means justify the ends in pursuit of that “collective good?”

Final Slide

How would we write our own narrative of Grand Coulee?  Or ultimately, how to encourage students to write their own histories of Grand Coulee Dam?

