
 

 

 

The Role of Perspective in History as an Area of Knowledge  

  

LESSON OVERVIEW  
This lesson is intended for Theory of Knowledge and requires students to reflect how historical 

knowledge is produced and critically examine the role the individual historian plays. While history, 

especially in textbooks, is presented as objective fact, this exercise considers the subjective element 

in historical writing as historians are influenced by the historical and social environment in which they 

are writing and their individual perspective affects their selection and interpretation of evidence.  
  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
 How can historical narratives be assessed?   

 What distinguishes a better historical account from a worse one?  
  

ASSESSMENT  
Students will write a 1,200-1,600-word essay in response to one (1) of the following prompts:  
  

1. Given access to the same facts, how is it possible that there can be disagreement between 

experts in a discipline? Develop your answer with reference to History as an Area of Knowledge.  

2. “Conflicting knowledge claims always involve a difference in perspective.” Discuss with reference 

to History as an Area of Knowledge.  

3. “The knower’s perspective is essential in the pursuit of knowledge.” To what extent do you agree 

with regards to History as an Area of Knowledge?  
  

These prompts were developed by the International Baccalaureate Organization for the Theory of 
Knowledge prescribed title assessment. The essay will be scored employing the IBO Theory of 
Knowledge Essay Assessment Instrument.   
  

RESOURCES  
Alchin, Nicholas and Carolyn P. Henly. Theory of Knowledge. Hodder Education, 2014.   

Mandell, Nikki and Bobbie Malone. Thinking Like a Historian. Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 

2007.  

  

MATERIALS  
 Journal: Historical Facts  

 Grand Coulee Dam Fact Sheet  

 Artifact Packet  

 Writing History  



 

 

 Writing History Reflection  

 Journal: History and Imagination  

 Writing History Remix  

 Journal: History Husbandry  
  
  
  

LESSON 1 (90 MINUTES)  
  

Min  Activity  Student Procedure  Teacher Procedure  

10   Journal   In your journals, 

respond to the 

prompt).  

 Project Journal: Historical Facts on the board.  

20   Whole-class 

Discussion  

 Share journal responses 
and discuss the issues 
raised by the prompt.   
  

 Lead a discussion of the journal prompt and 
address the following key points:  

 History has two different connotations. First, 

there is history as a “series of all past 
events” (Alchin and Henley 296). However, 

there is also history as the “academic 

inquiry” carried out by the historian (Alchin 

and Henley 296). While history in the first 
sense can be very objective and quite 

certain, history in the second sense is much 

more complex.   
 Today, we are going to look more closely at 

the second connotation of history. The 

historian’s goal is not merely to produce a 

list of indisputable facts. “These facts are 
not history itself, but the building blocks 

from which history is made” (Alchin and 

Henley 296). The aim of the historian is to 
theorize about these facts.   

  There are many types of historical inquiry, 

but one of the most common is CAUSE AND 

EFFECT.   



 

 

30   Small-Group 

Activity  

 Work with your group 
members to develop a 
historical account of 
the construction of 
The Grand Coulee 
Dam.   

 Your account should be 
based both on the 
facts (Grand Coulee 
Dam Fact Sheet) and 
the artifacts provided 
(Artifact Packet).   

 Your inquiry will focus 

on the CAUSES AND 

EFFECTS of the event. 

Use the following 

questions to guide 

your account:  

 Who/what made 

the change 

happen?  

 Provide an overview of the activity: Today, you 
will examine a historical event, the construction 

of The Grand Coulee Dam. You will play the 

role of a historian and will develop a historical 
account based on facts and artifacts that 

explains the CAUSES AND EFFECTS of this event.  

 Distribute and review the Grand Coulee Dam 
Fact Sheet (1 copy per group)  

 Divide the class into five (5) groups. Each group 
will have a different set of artifacts (1 copy per 
group) that focuses on the event from a 
specific perspective; however, do not tell 
students that they have been given 
different artifacts or that they are 
examining different perspectives:   

A. Indigenous Peoples  

B. Dam Workers  

C. Women  

D. Farmers  

E. Local Community  

   Who supported the 
change?  

 Who did not 
support the 
change?  

 Which effects were 
intended?  

 Which effects were 
accidental?  

 How did the events 

affect people’s 

lives?  

 Distribute and explain the Writing History 

worksheet. It is important that each student 

completes his/her own worksheet. They will 

need their individual worksheet for the next 

lesson.   

20   Small-Group 

Discussion  

 Discuss the Writing 
History Reflection 
questions as a group.  

 One member of the 

group will summarize 

the discussion by by 

listing five (5) key 

points.   

 As groups finish, collect the Writing History 
worksheet from each member.  

 Distribute one (1) copy of Writing History 

Reflection discussion questions to each group. 

Groups will discuss these questions orally. One 

member of the group will summarize the 

discussion by listing five (5) key points.   



 

 

15   Whole-class 

Discussion  

 Reflect on the process 

of developing 

historical accounts.  

 Close the lesson by leading a discussion on the 
following questions:  

 What would be a historian’s next step in this 
process?   

 How might s/he verify this historical account?   
 How certain can historical explanations be?   

 What factors determines the certainty of a 

historical explanation?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

LESSON 2 (90 MINUTES)  
  

Min  Activity  Student Procedure  Teacher Procedure  

10  Journal   In your journal, respond to 

the prompt.  

 Project Journal: History and Imagination on 

the board.  



 

 

40  Small-Group 

Activity  

 Each member will share 
the historical account 
s/he wrote in the 
previous lesson.  

 Group members will 
compare/contrast 
accounts and consider 
which accounts are 
better.  

 After the discussion, the 

group will write a revised 

historical account.   

 Divide the class into five (5) groups. Make 
sure each group is comprised of at least one 
(1) member from each of the groups from 
the previous lesson. For example, Group 1 
will have a student from A, B, C, D, and E.   

 Return the completed Writing History 
worksheet (collected in lesson 1) to each 
student.   

 Give each group one (1) copy of the Writing 

History Remix worksheet.   

30  Whole-class 

Discussion  

 Each group will share their 

revised account  

 Ask one member from each group to share 
the groups revised historical account  

 Facilitate a discussion that addresses the 
following questions:  
 Which accounts do you think are more 

accurate?   
 What factors determines the certainty of a 

historical explanation?  

 Why is collaboration so important in 

developing historical knowledge?  

15  Small-Group 

Discussion  

 As a group, develop a 

checklist/guideline for 

evaluating historical 

accounts  

 What makes a historical account “good”? 

Develop a checklist of qualities that define a 

“good” historical account.   

Homework  Select a passage from your history textbook and evaluate it using the 

guidelines you developed in your groups. How “good” is your textbook?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

LESSON 3 (90 MINUTES)  
  

Min  Activity  Student Procedure  Teacher Procedure  

10  Journal   In your journal, respond to 

the prompt.  

 Project Journal: History Husbandry on the 

board.  



 

 

75  Whole- 

class 

Discussion  

 Participate in the discussion 

using specific examples 

from the group activities 

completed in Lessons 1 

and 2.   

 Lead a discussion that addresses the 
following questions/points:  
  How can historical narratives be 

assessed?   
 What distinguishes a better historical 

account from a worse one?  

 Historian Edward Hallett Carr contends  

that “the believe in a hard core of 

historical facts existing objectively and 

independently of the historian is a 

preposterous fallacy, but one which is 

very hard to eradicate.” Why is it 

difficult to have a certain, objective 

historical account?  

 Why might facts be difficult to find?  

“Historians cannot simply choose his 
facts freely from a vast and complete 
body of information” (Alchin and Henley 
298). Many records have been lost or 
were not written down. In our analysis of 
The Grand Coulee Dam, we had more 
artifacts speaking to the experience of 
workers and the federal government 
than we did of the Indian tribes and 
women.   

  How do historians choose which 
facts to include; how might this be 
a source of bias? Historians also 
cannot include every fact. S/he must sift 
and select the facts. “Once the material 
is sifted and sorted, theory – the 
historians viewpoint – is inextricably tied 
up with the data, and there is no longer 
any `hard core’ of fact” (Alchin and 
Henley 300).   

 How do historians evaluate the 

reliability of source material; how 

might this be a source of bias? 

Historians also need to consider the 

reliability of their sources. “No document 

can tell us more than what the author of 

the document thought happened, 

thought would happen, thought ought to 

happen, would like to have happened or  



 

 

   even would like others to think he 
thought would happen” (Alchin and 
Henley 300).   

 How might language contribute to 

bias? Historians have to interpret the 

language used in the primary sources. 

They also use language to write these 

accounts. Connotation of words can 

shape other people’s perception of 

history.   

10  Pair/Share   With a partner, create a 

metaphor by making three 

(3) points of comparison 

between history as an area 

of knowledge to the object 

in your picture.   

 Give each pair of students a picture of an 
object.   
  

Homework  Watch “The Danger of a Single Story” Ted Talk by Chimamanda Adichie 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story 

Write a 1-page informal response with regards to history.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

 



 

 

Grand Coulee Dam Fact Sheet  

 
Grand Coulee Dam Aerial. Pacific Northwest Region, Bureau of Reclamation, 26 July 2017, www.usbr.gov/pn/  

• The Grand Coulee Dam is a gravity dam located on the Columbia River in central Washington.  
  

• Construction began in 1933, and the dam was completed in 1942.   
  

• The dam was engineered by and is still operated by the Bureau of Reclamation, which is a part of the 

Department of the Interior.  
  

• The Dam is made from 12 million cubic yards of concrete, enough concrete to build a sidewalk four 

feet wide and for inches thick and wrap it twice around the equator.   
  

• On August 4, 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt visited the construction site and delivered a 

speech.  
  

• At the time, the payroll for the dam was among the largest in the nation. The project employed 8,000 

workers, who made an average of 80¢ an hour. Over the course of construction 77 workers died. The 

total construction required over 100 million man-hours.   
  

• The basic construction of the dam cost $163 million.  
  

• The dam created a 421 billion cubic feet reservoir named Franklin D. Roosevelt Lake, which displaced 

around 3,000 people. Much of the land that was flooded belonged to local Indian Tribes.   
  

• In 1940, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation hosted a three-day gathering to eulogize 

the loss of Kettle Falls. The event was called the “Ceremony of Tears.” U.S. Senator Clarence Dill was 

a featured speaker at the event on June 16, 1940.   
  

• The dam does not contain fish ladders, structures that enable fish to bypass a dam. More than 55 

percent of the spawning and rearing habitat once available to salmon and steelhead in the Columbia 

River Basin is permanently blocked by dams.   
  



 

 

• The first hydroelectric generator began operation on March 22, 1941. 8,000 people gathered to watch 

this inaugural event. Chief Jim James of the San Poil tribe pressed the button that sent its first jolt of 

electricity to the outside world  

• On August 20, 1937, Franklin Roosevelt signed the Bonneville Project Act, which gave the Bonneville 
Power Administration (BPA), a federal agency, control of electricity generated by the Grand Coulee 
Dam.  
  

• In 1941, the BPA hired folksinger Woody Guthrie to write songs for a documentary about the dam. In 

one month, he wrote 26 songs inspired by the Columbia River and the Grand Coulee Dam.   
  

• Defense industries powered by the BPA created 750 ships, 10,000 combat airplanes, and numerous 

B17 and B-29 bombers.  
  

• During World War II, the electricity generated by the dam powered the aluminum plants of the Pacific 

Northwest and the Manhattan Project’s Hanford Site along the Columbia River, which generated the 

plutonium for the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki.  
  

• On a visit to the dam in 1948, President Harry Truman said that without the dam, “it would have been  

almost impossible to win this war.”  
  

• On May 11, 1950, President Harry Truman gave an address at the dedication of the Grand Coulee 

Dam.  
  

• The dam is a centerpiece of the Columbia Basin Project, an irrigation network in Central Washington. 
It is the largest water reclamation project in the U.S. supplying water for the irrigation of 671,000 
acres.   
  

• The Bureau of Reclamation projects the yearly value of the Columbia Basin Project to be $630 million 

in irrigated crops, $950 million in power production, $20 million in flood damage prevention, and $50 

million in recreation.   
  

• The dam is the largest single producer of electricity in the United States, and it is the third largest 

hydroelectric facility in the world. With its 28 generators producing up to 23,860,944,469 

kilowatthours annually. That is enough power to supply 2.3 million households with electricity for one 

year.   
  

• Today, a million visitors a year travel to rural Washington State to visit the Lake Roosevelt National 

Recreation area.   
  

References  

“Grand Coulee Dam.” Pacific Northwest Region, Bureau of Reclamation, 11 Oct. 2016, 

https://www.usbr.gov/pn/grandcoulee/  



 

 

“Grand Coulee Dam.” Wikipedia, Wikipedia Foundation, Inc., 29 July 2017,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Coulee_Dam.  

Tickery, Erick. “The Grand Coulee Powers On, 75 Years After Its First Surge of Electricity.” 

Smithsonian, The Smithsonian Institute, 22 March 2016, 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/grand-coulee-powers-75-years-after-its-first-
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A1   

Newspaper clipping from the  Oregonian   regarding fishing at Celilo Falls and Indian fishermen, dated  
05 - 30 - .  1937 Credit:   Boychuck.  h ttp://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital - heritage/indians - wait - 

celilo - tardy - salmon   
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A2 
Chief Jim James of the Colville Tribe, right, his arms folded, and others view fishing sites at Kettle Falls 

during the Ceremony of Tears. Credit: Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture, Spokane. 

https://www.nwcouncil.org/history/CeremonyOfTears  
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A3  
In 1939, a year before the Ceremony of Tears, local Indians gathered near Kettle Falls to 

move the graves of their ancestors to higher ground, away from the area that would be 

flooded by Lake Roosevelt. Here, women smoke salmon for the grave-removal ceremony. 

Credit: Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture, Spokane. 

(https://www.nwcouncil.org/history/CeremonyOfTears)  
  

  

  

A4 
Indians fishing at the falls in the 1950s. Credit: Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.  

https://www.nwcouncil.org/history/CeliloFalls  
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A5  
Kettle Falls had been a historic salmon fishing spot for Native Americans for around 7,000 years.  

Credit: Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture.  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/coulee-colville/  
  

   

A6 
Native American fishermen typically stood on wooden platforms or rocks and used 20-foot poles with a 

net attached to the end to scoop up salmon just below the falls. Credit: Northwest Museum of Arts 

and Culture. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/coulee-colville/  



 

Artifacts: Group A   
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A7  
At a ceremony on March 22, 1941, Washington Governor Arthur B. Langlie (left), Chief Engineer Frank 

Banks (second from left), and San Poil Chief Jim James (right) switched on the dam's electrical 

generators for thousands of onlookers. Credit: Blaine Harden.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/coulee-colville/  
  

   

A8  
Martin Louie Jr. holding can of pink salmon. Credit: Blaine Harden. 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/coulee-colville/  
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A9  
“Government-to-Government Agreement in Principle Between the State of Washington Department of  

Fish and Wildlife and The Spokane Tribe of Indians.”  
http://www.spokanetribe.com/userfiles/file/050107_lake_roosevelt_agreement_in_principle_with_wa.pdf  
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A10  
“Open Letter to Sport and Recreational Users of Lake Roosevelt.” 
http://www.spokanetribe.com/userfiles/file/st_resp_ad_8_09_spokes.pdf  
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A11  
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation Upper Columbia River Books of Legends.  

http://colville.whydevelop.com/book_of_legends.php  
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A12  
Interview with Randy 

Peone, Spokesman 

for the Spokane 

Tribe. The Indian 

National Museum of 

the  

American Indian. 

http://blog.nmai.si.edu/main/2014/12/meet-native-america-rudy-peone.html  
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A13  
Excerpts from Salmon and his People. Dan Landeen and Allen Pinkham. Confluence Press.  
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A14  
Spokesman-Review. June 17, 1940.  

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=0klj8wIChNAC&dat=19400617&printsec=frontpage&hl=en  
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Columbian, Vol 1, No. 1. Credit: Eastern Washington University Digital Commons.  

http://dc.ewu.edu/mwak_columbian/  
  

  
  

  

B1   
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B2  
Columbian, Vol 4, No 12. Credit: Eastern Washington University Digital Commons. 

http://dc.ewu.edu/mwak_columbian/  
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B3  
Credit: Barry K. Jones. The Spokesman-Review. Fred K. Jones, at the podium, President of 

the Spokane Chamber of Commerce in 1933 and 1934, presided over the opening of bids 

for the construction of the Grand Coulee Dam on Riverside Avenue in front of the Chamber 

of Commerce Building on June 18, 1934. http://www.spokesman.com/picture-

stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
  

  
  

B4  
The Spokesman-Review. It was a wintry day in 1935, on December 6, with the ground 

covered with snow, when Governor Clarence D. Martin tripped the first bucket of concrete 

into Grand Coulee Dam. http://www.spokesman.com/picture-stories/historical-grand-

coulee-dam/  
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B5  

The Spokesman-Review. Just making more holes in the rock for some of the million and a quarter 

pounds of dynamite being used to clear off a firm foundation for the Grand Coulee Dam, first unit 

under construction on the Columbia Basin Reclamation project. http://www.spokesman.com/picture- 

stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
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B6  

The Spokesman-Review. The construction of the Grand Coulee Dam from 1935 to 1940 created jobs, 

electricity and irrigation for the Inland Northwest region. http://www.spokesman.com/picture- 

stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
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B7  
The Spokesman-Review. From his official car President Roosevelt inspected the Grand Coulee Dam in  

October of 1937, which when completed, will be the largest structure ever built by man. The Chief  

Executive is sitting on the far side in the back seat. With were U. S. Reclamation Engineer Frank  
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Banks, center, and Senator Louis Schuellenbach. http://www.spokesman.com/picturestories/historical-
grand-coulee-dam/  
  

  
  

B8  

The Spokesman-Review. The construction of the Grand Coulee Dam from 1935 to 1940 created 

jobs, electricity and irrigation for the Inland Northwest region. http://www.spokesman.com/picture- 

stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
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B9  
The Spokesman Review. Brawny men of steel who raise the skeleton of Grand Coulee Dam above the 

concrete work in 1939. The trick vests are for unexpected drops into the water.  

http://www.spokesman.com/picture-stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
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B10  
Harry Truman’s Address at the Dedication of the Grand Coulee Dam. May 11, 1950. 
https://trumanlibrary.org/publicpapers/index.php?pid=749  

  

THANK YOU, Senator Magnuson. I didn't know I 

was that good. I appreciate very much the cordial 

words of welcome from Governor Langlie. I am 

more than happy to see so many Governors and 

exGovernors and Members of the Congress here 

today.  
  

This is a great occasion. And I thank all you good 

people for taking the trouble to come out to see me. 

I take it as a compliment. I take it that you are 

interested in the public welfare and that you are 

interested in national public works.  
  

As you know, I am on my way up at this time to 

make things more plain and understandable with the 

people who run this country. This Government is a 

government of and by and for the people. The only 

two men who are elected by all the people are the 

President and the Vice President; and I will say to 

you that the Vice President has been doing his duty 

in going around all over the country explaining to 

the people what we are trying to do and why we are 

trying to do it.  
  

I made it a point this time, when I agreed to come 

out here, to dedicate this great public project, to 

travel across the country and report to the people 

just as I report to Congress once a year.  
  

This is a great occasion. We have come here to 

dedicate Grand Coulee Dam--one of the mightiest 

structures man has ever built.  
  

I stood over there a while ago and listened to the 

statistics of it. And it is almost unbelievable-it is 

almost unbelievable.  
  

With this dam, man's ingenuity and perseverance 

have dramatically transformed the energy of a 

mighty river into a great new source of national 

strength.  
  

At the foot of this dam is the world's largest power 

plant. It is already generating more low-cost electric 

energy than any other plant in the world. And it isn't 

through yet.  
  

Behind this dam is a reservoir which extends 150 

miles to the Canadian border. The water in that 

reservoir not only generates electricity. It helps to 

prevent floods. And soon, it will pour forth to 

irrigate thousands of acres of land which are now 

desert.  
  

Grand Coulee Dam--with its tremendous power and 

irrigation benefits--is an instrument of our 

democracy, forged to contribute to a better life for 

ourselves and our children.  
  

This dam was not built by accident. It is here 

because men with vision and determination fought 

for its construction. Men in the State of  

Washington--many of whom are here today--saw 

what this dam could mean to the Northwest and to 

the Nation. President Franklin Roosevelt, whose 

name honors the reservoir behind the dam, 

transformed their vision into reality.  
  

This dam had to be fought for. It had to be built over 

furious opposition. You remember what its 

opponents said. One Congressman said: "Up in the 

Grand Coulee country there is no one to sell power 

to except coyotes and jack rabbits, and there never 

will be." I hope he is here today-I sure hope he is 

here today. The other opponents of Grand Coulee 

said it would be a "white elephant." They said it 

would be of no more value than the Pyramids.  
  

We can laugh today at such foolishness. Right now, 

the generators at this dam are being run at 
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overcapacity, straining to meet the soaring demands 

for power. All about us in the Pacific Northwest--in 

this land that was called the land of "coyotes and 

jack rabbits"--new jobs, new industries, new 

opportunities have been created.  
  

Today, those who opposed Grand Coulee are trying 

to cover their tracks. They are trying to jump on the 

bandwagon.  
  

But they can't erase the record. They did not 

understand then, and they do not understand now, 

the progressive steps that are necessary to keep our 

democracy strong, and confident, and moving 

forward.  
  

The fundamental error of those who opposed Grand  

Coulee was their failure to understand that the 

United States is a growing, dynamic country. They 

saw no need to plan and work for a greater future.  

The way things were, was good enough for them.  
  

But the American people have never been satisfied 

with the way things have been in the past. Our 

whole history is a record of eager striving to make 

things better.  
  

One hundred years ago, out here in the Northwest, 

men and women were opening up new frontiers 

along the Oregon Trail. They struggled and fought 

to create farms and cities out of the wilderness.  
  

The opponents of progress would have you believe 

that the frontiers are closed. They think we should 

now relax and struggle no more. Well, my friends, 

these are men of little faith.  
  

I say to you that the American spirit which blazed 

the Oregon Trail is not dead. Here in the Northwest 

you are still pushing back frontiers.  
  

There is no better example of that than this great 

dam. Less than 15 years ago, the energy of the 

Columbia River poured unused into the Pacific 

Ocean. It flowed past cities which were hampered 

by lack of power, and past farmlands which had 

been abandoned for lack of water.  

  

In those days the people of the Northwest made 

their living primarily from timber and farming. 

They exported raw materials and imported finished 

goods. They lacked the power needed to process 

and manufacture their own raw materials.  
  

Yet, through the heart of their rich country flowed 

the greatest potential source of hydroelectric power 

in the Nation--the Columbia River system. This 

area, tremendously rich in natural resources, was 

stifled, its future was limited, because it was unable 

to tap its own native source of power.  
  

Today we are well on the way to harnessing that 

power. The imagination and vigor of free men have 

put the Columbia River to work.  
  

The results are clear. The Northwest is no longer a 

backward colony. It is now one of the 

fastestgrowing parts of the country. In the past 10 

years, the population of Washington and Oregon has 

increased more than 30 percent.  
  

Jobs--permanent, productive jobs--have been made 

available in new industries that have been 

established to use the Columbia's low-cost power. 

In the past 12 years, 11 new plants alone have paid 

more than $135 million in wages and nearly $50 

million in taxes.  
  

Power from the Columbia has not only served 

industry. It has made life easier in homes and on 

farms. The use of electricity on homes and farms in 

the State of Washington is more than twice the 

national average.  
  

When Grand Coulee was being built, some thought 

it would hurt other parts of the country by drawing 

plants and industries from them. Of course, that has 

not happened.  
  

The plants that have sprung up here were not moved 

from other States. They are new enterprises, adding 

to the productive capacity of the whole country.  
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The growing payrolls of the Northwest have made 

bigger markets for producers in every State. The 

products turned out here are needed elsewhere. 

Nearly half the aluminum of the United States is 

being produced along the banks of the Columbia. 

This aluminum is used everywhere in the country.  

A single rolling mill 90 miles from here--at 

Spokane--is providing basic materials for 600 

factories, from Boston to San Diego.  
  

And when we were trying to get those aluminum 

plants constructed, every effort was made to prevent 

us from getting it done. I was the chairman of the 

committee in the Senate which was working with all 

it possibly could to get more aluminum to win the 

war, and we were informed by the so-called 

aluminum experts that we were making too much 

aluminum then and we didn't need any more, we 

were turning out 300 million pounds a year now. 

Now we are turning out 3,800 million pounds, and 

we are short--and that's the reason we want to look 

forward and not backward or standing still.  
  

What has happened here is what happens in the case 

of underdeveloped areas everywhere--in our country 

and the world. Sound, productive investment always 

makes bigger markets and more jobs.  
  

Not only is Grand Coulee contributing to the growth 

and strength of the Nation. It is also a paying 

proposition from the standpoint of the taxpayers.  
  

When the dam was being built, it was attacked as a 

colossal waste of public funds. Well, that was just a 

colossal misstatement. The investment in the power 

facilities of Grand Coulee is being repaid right now, 

and with interest. And in a broader sense, the entire 

investment has already been repaid several times 

over in the increased national wealth that it has 

brought about.  
  

We are not stopping our work at this point. The 

Grand Coulee project itself is not finished. More 

power generators are being added. And over the 

next several years we shall begin to put water on the 

land below here. Thousands of family-size farms 

will replace the present sagebrush.  

  

Elsewhere in the Northwest, work on other dams is 

proceeding. Hungry Horse Dam in Montana, Chief 

Joseph Dam just down the Columbia from here, 

McNary Dam on the Oregon-Washington border, 

are all under construction. These and other dams are 

part of the great work that must be done to produce 

power, promote inland navigation, reclaim land for 

cultivation, and prevent destructive floods.  
  

But even more than this is involved in the 

development of the resources of this area for solid 

growth. Forests and grasslands should be placed on 

a permanent, sustained yield basis. Soil should be 

conserved and improved. Fisheries should be 

protected and enhanced. Mineral resources should 

be opened up and developed.  
  

All this work can and should go forward together. I 

can't emphasize that too strongly. Resources that 

occur together in nature must be developed and 

improved together.  
  

This is the goal we are working toward here in the 

Northwest. It is the same goal for which we are 

working in other parts of the country.  
  

In the Central Valley of California, we are 

developing great power resources. With the help of 

that power, we are redirecting the available water of 

the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers to bring 

about the most productive agricultural use.  
  

In the Colorado River Basin we are working to 

achieve the most sensible uses of the very limited 

water supply, and to expand the power supply 

throughout the basin.  
  

Down in the Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas area, a 

number of dams are producing power, and others 

are being built. In that area also, as in the lower 

Mississippi Valley, soil conservation, flood control, 

drainage, and navigation work is going forward.  
  

In the Southeastern States, we are moving ahead 

with the construction of flood control and power 

dams on the Savannah River, the Roanoke, and 
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other streams. In that area, also, it is necessary to 

shift land uses to conservation farming and to 

restore the pine forests.  
  

The Northeastern part of the country has great 

possibilities for the development of additional 

hydroelectric resources. Power from the 

redevelopment of Niagara Falls and from the St. 

Lawrence Seaway project will be nearly as cheap as 

the power out here in the Northwest. And it is just 

as badly needed. We should construct these projects 

as soon as possible. And there are also power sites 

on the rivers of New England which should be 

developed soon.  
  

In the Ohio Valley, and around the Great Lakes, the 

principal work that is being done is on flood control, 

navigation, and soil conservation. There is also 

much need for reforestation.  
  

The Missouri River basin is so large that it requires 

consideration of all aspects of resource 

development. From the high plains in the West to 

the humid areas of the lower Missouri, this basin 

presents perhaps the most complex problem of all. 

The work that is necessary includes extensive 

development of flood control, irrigation, and power 

works, as well as increased conservation efforts on 

crop and rangeland.  
  

I have left until last the mention of the Tennessee 

Valley. In that valley we have made more progress 

than in any other. There the idea of coordinated 

planning for all resources was first worked out and 

most completely applied. The Tennessee Valley 

Authority has been outstandingly successful in its 

area.  
  

We have worked out a set of recommendations for a 

Columbia Valley Administration which builds on 

that successful experience but recognizes the 

different circumstances out here. Take one simple 

example. In this area, a farmer's right to the use of 

water is vital to his livelihood, and is protected by  

State laws. This is the way it should be, and the 

Columbia Valley Administration I have 

recommended would have no power to tamper with 

anyone's water rights.  
  

The private power lobby, and other people who 

have selfish interests to maintain, say the Columbia 

Valley Administration would be a "superstate." Of 

course, that is not true. Ask the people in the 

Tennessee Valley. Ask the mayors of the cities and 

the Governors of the States in that valley whether 

the State and local governments are stronger or 

weaker as a result of the progress the TVA has 

brought. Ask them whether they have more or less 

influence on what happens in their valley with an 

agency that has its headquarters right there where 

they can deal with it at first hand.  
  

They will tell you that the TVA is the greatest thing 

that ever happened in their part of the country.  
  

I believe the Columbia Valley Administration is a 

necessary step in the sensible, democratic 

development of the resources of the Northwest. I 

believe the people in this area think so, too. And 

when they make their voices heard, I am sure the 

Columbia Valley Administration will be 

established.  
  

We have embarked, all over the country, on the task 

of fully developing our resources for all the people.  

This is a job that will take many years to complete.  

It will require sound and careful planning.  
  

But it is a work that fires the imagination. We are 

undertaking to use the resources we have so that 

they will grow, not diminish, over the years. We 

intend that our children, and their children, shall live 

in a more productive and a more beautiful land than 

we do.  
  

We shall not get the job done, however, by sitting 

still. We must continue to take positive action. And 

we shall have to continue to overcome the 

opposition of those who do not understand the 

greatness of our goal, and who fear some 

impairment of their selfish interests.  
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We will meet opposition from private power groups. 

Many of them--there are, of course, honorable 

exceptions--many of them do not want the energy of 

our rivers put to use as power and sold to the people 

at cost.  
  

We have already met this opposition in building 

Federal projects. And the people have met the same 

opposition in localities where they wanted to 

establish local public power agencies, such as public 

utility districts and REA cooperatives.  
  

This opposition of the private power companies is 

wrong. It would deny the people the benefits of low-

cost power they themselves have brought about 

through public investment.  
  

I am sure we will continue to overcome this 

opposition, just as we already have been doing and 

as we did in building Grand Coulee--just as the 

people already have in Nebraska, in large parts of 

Washington and Oregon, and other sections of the 

country, where they decided to distribute power 

through public bodies and cooperatives.  
  

The benefits of public investment must be passed on 

to the people whose tax money is being used. Those 

benefits must not be diverted for private profit. We 

will continue to fight--and win--for that principle.  
  

No doubt we shall also have to fight those who 

think expenditures for resource development are a 

waste of public funds. They should have 

disqualified themselves by now. Their fantastic 

claims about Grand Coulee prove that they can't tell 

the difference between a waste of funds and a 

sensible investment.  
  

Finally, we still have to fight those who imagine 

that every progressive action is another step down 

that famous "last mile to socialism." The facts 

continue to make that claim ridiculous. They called 

Bonneville and Grand Coulee steps to socialism.  

Now, I ask you--is private enterprise in the Pacific 

Northwest stronger or weaker as a result of these 

dams? Have you lost or gained industries and jobs?  

Do the people out here have less or more freedom?  

The answers are perfectly obvious.  
  

It is clear that we must go ahead in every part of the 

country with our resource development work. And 

proceed we shall. We shall not be stopped by those 

who are timid or shortsighted or selfish. We shall 

not be stopped by discredited claims and tattered 

slogans.  
  

Our whole future depends on the wisdom and the 

maturity we bring to bear on our national problems. 

We are engaged in a great struggle to achieve peace 

in a world beset with danger and threatened by 

Communist imperialism. We shall be engaged in the 

struggle for peace for years to come.  
  

If we are to be successful, we must display the 

adventurous spirit, the firm courage of our 

pioneering fathers. We shall not succeed if we 

follow the advice of those who look backward, 

sighing for the fancied security of an earlier time. 

We must have strong minds, ready to accept the 

facts as they are, and to make bold, new plans based 

on those facts.  
  

We shall need the same kind of wisdom that saw 

Grand Coulee Dam when there was nothing there 

but desert.  
  

We shall need the same kind of steady perseverance 

that built this mighty dam over the opposition of 

men with narrow minds and faint hearts.  
  

With that kind of vision and determination we can 

build a world in which men can be free under laws 

of their own making and can live at peace with one 

another.  

  

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at Mead 

Circle in Coulee City, Wash., after an introduction 

by Senator Warren G. Magnuson of Washington. In 

the course of his remarks he referred to Governor 

Arthur B. Langlie of Washington.  

      



 

Artifacts: Group B  

  

      
  

      

      

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

Artifacts: Group C  

 
Columbian, Vol 4, No 12. Credit: Eastern Washington University Digital Commons. 

http://dc.ewu.edu/mwak_columbian/  
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C2  
Spokane Chronicle, October 27, 1934.  
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=sh87-239  
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C3  
Spokane Chronicle, March 16, 1935.  
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=sh87-171  
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C4  
Spokane Press, October 02, 1934,  
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=sh87-229  
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Spokane Chronicle, December 8, 1934, http://www.bigbendrailroadhistory.com/2016/08/queen-of- 
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columbia-is-crowned.html  
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C6  

Spokane Chronicle, February 16, 1935, 

http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/cl 

ipping&CISOBOX1=sh94-93  
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C7  
Columbian, Vol 1, No 5. Credit. Eastern Washington University Digital Commons.  

http://dc.ewu.edu/mwak_columbian/  
  

  



 

Artifacts: Group C  

  
  
  
  



 

Artifacts: Group D  

  

 

Columbia Basin Irrigation League, “Food and population: a problem for immediate consideration in 

the United States of America,” 
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/grandcoulee/id/665/rec/7  
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D2  
Excerpted from Charles Cone, “Irrigation and You,” Columbia Basin Commission, 1947,  

http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/grandcoulee/field/order/searchterm 

/dam213/mode/exact  
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D3 
“Grand Coulee Dam, the Eighth Wonder of the World, State of Washington,” Souvenir Company,  

1947, http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/grandcoulee/field/order/searchterm/dam211/mode/exact  
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D4 
"Benefits of Columbia Basin Project" (2014). Rufus Woods Photographs. 537.  

http://digitalcommons.cwu.edu/rufus_woods/537  
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The Spokesman-Review. http://www.spokesman.com/picture-stories/historical-grand-coulee-dam/  
  

  
Merry Oldsmobile: Mr. and Mrs. George C Green, Lambertville, N. J., chugged into Grand Coulee this 

week in their 1904 Oldsmobile for a view of the world’s largest river barrier. They are making a 

transcontinental tour in the car they have owned since 1907. In spite of its 75,000 miles, the ancient 

Olds took the grand award in the recent Golden Anniversary parade of the automobile industry at 

Detroit. The Greens were permitted to drive their 42-year-old car across the 4173-foot roadway atop 

the dam  
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E2 
Spokesman-Review. June 17, 1940.  

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=0klj8wIChNAC&dat=19400617&printsec=frontpage&hl=en  
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E3  
Excerpted from Charles Cone, “Irrigation and You,” Columbia Basin Commission, 1947,  
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/grandcoulee/field/order/searchterm/dam213/mode/exact  
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E4  
“Grand Coulee Dam, the Eighth Wonder of the World, State of Washington,” Souvenir Company,  

1947, http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/grandcoulee/field/order/searchterm/dam211/mode/exact  
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E5  
Spokane Press, October 02, 1934,  
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=sh87-229  
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E6  
"Visitors at Grand Coulee Dam" (2014). Rufus Woods Photographs.  

http://digitalcommons.cwu.edu/rufus_woods/551  
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E7  
Franklin Roosevelt. Address to the Third World Power Conference, Washington, D.C. September 11, 

1936. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=15125  
  

I desire to add my personal greeting to the official 

greeting which it has been the pleasure of the 

Government of the United States of America to 

extend to you. The United States considers it an 

honor and a privilege to be the host of the Third 

World Power Conference and of the Second 

Congress of the International Commission on Large 

Dams.  

The World Power Conference and its associated 

International Commission are very notable 

institutions.  

It is one of the achievements of our generation that 

business men, engineers, lawyers, social workers 

and other people of affairs should meet in 

international assemblies not merely for promotion 

of the abstract sciences and techniques in which 

they may respectively be engaged, but for 

exploration of the application of these to national 

welfare and betterment of the conditions of human 

life.  

There are very special reasons why we in the 

United States prize the opportunity to provide the 

forum for discussion of the problems which are 

being presented to your Conference.  

We are relatively a young Nation, facing now the 

problems of matured national life. Many among 

you represent Nations of far longer experience.  

We have a strong conviction that any success we 

may have in organizing the household of this 

Nation, now come of age, will depend in large 

measure on the degree to which and the manner in 

which we make available the natural energies 

which have been given us in great abundance. We 

shall therefore study the records of your 

proceedings with painstaking care.  

For a century, for longer than that, population in 

the United States has increased, both naturally and 

by immigration, at an exceptional rate; but recently 

there has set in a decline in the rate of increase. 

Experts in vital statistics now calculate that we shall 

have reached a point of stationary population 

within approximately the next twenty-five years.  

For two centuries the dramatic aspect of national 

growth was territorial expansion—successive 

waves of human beings from the Atlantic to the 

Allegheny Mountains, to the Mississippi Valley, to 

the prairies, to the Rocky Mountains and at last to 

the Pacific Coast. The addition of improved lands 

has come to a stop; in fact, in many parts we have 

overdone it and must restore some of them to 

more natural conditions.  

With these have appeared other evidences of 

maturity. For a period following the establishment 

of the Union about 85 percent of our people lived 

on farms; today, however, nearly 75 percent live in 

cities and villages. During our earlier years the 

proportion of young people in the population 

increased much more rapidly than the proportion 

of old people. Today, for various reasons, the 

proportion of old is increasing more rapidly than 

the proportion of young people.  

With such changes have come also changes in 

social habits and in points of view.  
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Under conditions of maturity of a Nation there is, 

justifiably, an increasing concern on the part of 

nearly every citizen for his economic security. In 

the earlier days of our Nation's youth there was no 

such dominating concern. As a people we could 

then be happy-go-lucky—a characteristic of youth.  

National maturity requires that we have new points 

of view, and that we do some things at least in 

different ways.  

This matter of economic security, I take it, is not to 

be achieved by aiming for restriction of national 

income—real national income-but by aiming for 

more abundant and more widely distributed 

national income. A satisfying standard of living and 

security for a national household of nearly one 

hundred thirty million people are to be realized 

only by high productivity, broadly and equitably 

distributed, and wisely proportioned with respect 

to its drain on national natural resources and to the 

variety of human wants that it is destined to satisfy.  

It is for such reasons that your deliberations are of 

significance to me, and will be followed with 

minute attention. Your scientific and engineering 

genius is destroying one world—the world of 

relative scarcity—but has it yet undertaken to 

create the new world of abundance which is 

potential in your command over natural energies? 

Is creation of greater abundance dependent on 

further scientific and engineering achievements so 

much as on suitably organizing and utilizing the 

engineering already incorporated into your 

technique?  

These two questions, more simply stated, resolve 

themselves into this: Are you and I paying enough 

attention to "human engineering"?  

Granted, there are many aspects of the problem. 

For example, it is possible to conceive—for us to 

conceive at least—that the conversion and 

application of energy, in the coming generation, 

will be so directed that half of the population can 

provide the basic machine-made products 

necessary for the welfare of the whole of the 

population. We can conceive that this would mean 

that the people between twenty and fifty years of 

age may be able to produce the basic commodities 

for themselves and also for all others below and 

above those ages.  

If that condition should arise, it is the duty of you 

who would be so greatly responsible for it to think 

what would be the effect on our leisure, our 

culture and our way of life. May I respectfully 

suggest that the answer should not be left wholly in 

the hands of bankers, Government officials or 

demagogues?  

In anticipation of all manner of possibilities and 

simultaneously with the study of their far-reaching 

results, we can and must take every preparatory 

step now within our power.  

Fundamental among these is conservation of 

resources, their evaluation in terms of the services 

they may render, including the conditions under 

which these may be rendered, and their utilization 

in the light of such evaluation. Although it is a 

principle of physics that energy cannot be 

destroyed, it has been revealed by experience that 

man can destroy those particular forms of energy 

in which energy is usable by him. In such an 

evaluation the physical and mental energies of 

human beings must be included with coal, 

petroleum, gas, electricity and many other forms.  

To make such an evaluation, a higher form of 

accounting than any yet developed by commerce 

and industry appears to be essential. It must be a 

form of accounting that takes social values, now 

left to mere assumption, into its calculations and 

measures them. If a Nation were to establish in its 

social balance sheet a capital account for its energy 
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assets, and were to charge against that account the 

water that it permits to go unused, as well as the 

coal and the .oil that are used; or if the petroleum 

industry were charged with the gas that it permits 

to go to waste—a quantity, by the way, that is 

enormous in these United States; then perhaps all 

citizens would perceive that public policy and 

private conduct in respect of our natural resources 

should be quite different from what they now are.  

It seems to me, as a layman, that the outstanding 

gift of modern science and engineering to society is 

greater knowledge of the characteristics of electric 

energy, together with a very substantial degree of 

command over it. Its flexibility is what makes 

electrical energy impressive; its transportability; its 

divisibility. The invention and adaptation to use of 

the steam engine was a great event in human 

history. It caused an industrial revolution. In a very 

large sense it remade the world. It created new 

social-industrial problems, many of which are still 

far from solution. It is not irrational to believe that 

in our command over electric energy a 

corresponding industrial and social revolution is 

potential, that it may already be under way without 

our perceiving it.  

One of the social changes brought on by the 

invention and use of the steam engine was the 

concentration of workers into large factories and of 

people into large cities. We have not known what 

to do about it. Workers had to go to the steam 

engine, whose energy could not be divided into 

parts and sent out to them.  

Now we have electric energy which can be and 

often is produced in places away from where 

fabrication of usable goods is carried on. But by 

habit we continue to carry this flexible energy in 

great blocks into the same great factories, and 

continue to carry on our production there. Sheer 

inertia has caused us to neglect formulating a 

public policy that would promote opportunity for 

people to take advantage of the flexibility of 

electric energy; a policy that would send it out 

wherever and whenever wanted at the lowest 

possible cost. We are continuing the forms of 

overcentralization of industry caused by the 

characteristics of the steam engine, long after we 

have had technically available a form of energy 

which should promote decentralization of industry. 

What is economically sound is to be determined by 

social accounting more than by our present 

methods.  

I had occasion recently to visit the Great Plains area 

of the United States where the greatest drought in 

history has thrown an oppressive burden upon the 

people of those States. In planning for the better 

use of those millions of acres, power is a factor of 

vital importance— power to be used primarily for 

the conserving of the water supply—power, the 

application of which is essential not only to the 

cities, but to the farms and ranches of that whole 

area.  

I speak of power in its many forms. It may be true, 

as I understand some of the authorities among you 

prophesy, that the world's oil reserves, because of 

their limited supply, some day may have to be 

apportioned to specific uses. It may be true that 

new applications of alcohol, processed from the 

products of the soil, may increase the usefulness of 

the internal combustion engine; but in any event it 

seems most probable that a greater use of 

electrical energy is absolutely essential in every 

sector, rural as well as urban, in the United States, 

and, indeed, in the whole world.  

A sound and courageous public policy will lead 

toward its consummation.  

One who considers the matter with forthright 

vision cannot convince himself that public policy for 

promotion of availability of electric energy can 

really harm the electric industry that exists today. It 
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would give opportunity for that industry to add to 

achievements already great. The more integrated 

its sources of energy, the less it would require of 

excess capacity and the lower would be its costs. 

The broader the base of consumers of a product 

that is now classed as a necessity, the lower would 

be its costs and the greater its stability. A great 

many years ago Dr. Steinmetz observed that 

electricity is expensive because it is not widely 

used, and at the same time it is not widely used 

because it is expensive. Notwithstanding 

reductions in rates and increase of consumption 

since his day—which, by the way, have 

demonstrated the truth of his words— his 

observation still holds true. There is a vicious circle 

which must be broken, and a wise public policy will 

help to break it.  

I still hold to the belief of two years ago, when I 

spoke as follows:  

"We are going to see, I believe, with our own eyes 

electricity and power made so cheap that they will 

become a standard article of use, not only for 

agriculture and manufacturing, but also for every 

home within reach of an electric-light line.  

"The experience of those sections of the world that 

have cheap power proves very conclusively that the 

cheaper the power the more of it is used."  

These words were spoken at Grand Coulee. The 

Government of the United States has promoted the 

construction of several great reservoirs, which I 

trust that you will inspect on your grand tour, 

primarily for navigation or reclamation, but with 

incidental values for flood control and the 

regulation of stream flow. Among other incidentals 

is the generation of electric power. This may prove 

to be the force that breaks the vicious circle to 

which I have referred. If these are not sufficient, 

the influence of additional meritorious projects 

awaiting development can be added.  

Two great dams of the Tennessee Valley Authority 

have been completed and are making their 

contribution to the public weal. Grand Coulee is far 

enough along to enlist your interest, as also is 

Bonneville of the Columbia River. At Boulder Dam 

on the mighty Colorado the gates were closed 

months ago; a great lake has come into being 

behind the dam; generating equipment has been 

installed in the power plant; and at this moment 

the powerful turbines are awaiting the relatively 

tiny impulse of electric current which will flow from 

the touch of my hand on the button which you see 

beside me on the desk, to stir them to life, to stir 

them into creative activity—to generate power.  

Boulder Dam, in the name of the people of the 

United States, to whom you, Boulder Dam, are a 

symbol of greater things in the future, and in the 

honored presence of guests from many Nations, I 

call you to life!  



 

 

Name ________________________  
  

Writing History  
  

HISTORY IS A STUDY OF THE PAST; IT IS NOT THE PAST ITSELF. In order to produce knowledge in History, 

historians focus on specific questions, then they gather, analyze, and evaluate sources, and use 

evidence to draw conclusions and develop well-supported interpretations.   
  

For this activity, your group will assume the role of historian and will use evidence from the fact 

sheet and artifacts provided to write a historical account for a high school history textbook.   

  

Your inquiry will focus on the cause and effects of The Grand Coulee Dam. Use the following  

questions to guide your work:  



 

 

  Example Textbook Entry  

 Who/what made the change happen?  

 Who supported the change?   

 Who did not support the change?  

 Which effects were intended?   

 Which effects were accidental?  

 How did the events affect people’s lives?  
  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  
  
  

Continue on the 

back 

________________________________

________________________________

________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  
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________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  
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________________________________________________________________________________  
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________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  



 

 

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Group Members _________________________________________________________________  

  

Writing History Reflection  
  
  

As a group, discuss the following questions. At the end of the discussion, one member should 

summarize the discussion by recording five (5) key points.   

1. Which facts/artifacts were not used in your historical account? Why did you choose to exclude 
these artifacts?  

2. Which facts/artifacts would have been useful to have to create a better historical account? How 
might you obtain these artifacts?  

3. What biases are present in your historical account?   

4. How comfortable would feel with having your historical account included in a school textbook? 
What is certain about your account? What is tentative?  

5. Reflect on your journal. What counts as a fact in history? How accurate is it to say that history 
is a collection of facts?  

  

Key Points  

  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 



 

 

Group Members _________________________________________________________________  

  

Writing History  

  

Share the historical accounts you wrote in the previous lesson. Then, develop a revised history that 

accounts for new evidence and different interpretations.   
  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

  



 

 

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Continue on a separate sheet of paper   
  

  



 

 

 


