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The best way to demonstrate your understanding of what a writer has said is to compose a summary – a condensed version of a text’s main points written in your own words.

A rhetorical précis is a concise summary of the material you just read.

How do you compose a rhetorical précis?
1. Sentence #1 will include the following:

a. Name of the author and credentials of the author (professor, author, editor, noted scholar, etc.)
b. Type of work (essay, lecture, editorial) and the title of the work.

c. The major thesis or argument of the author’s text
2. Sentence #2 will include the following:

a. How the author develops his thesis (comparing and contrasting, narrating, illustrating, defining)

3. Sentence #3 will include the following:

a. Statement of the author’s purpose, followed by an “in order to” in which you explain what the author wants the audience to do or feel as a result of reading the text

4. Sentence #4 will include the following: 

a. A description of the audience

b. A description of the tone the author uses

Rhetorical Précis Frame
1. __________________________________,  ____________________________________,

        (author’s credentials)                     (author’s first and last name)

in his/her _____________, argues that  ________________________________________

       (type of text)


_______________________________________________________________________.

2.  He/She supports this claim by first  _____________________________________________,


then  ___________________________________________________________________,


and finally   _____________________________________________________________.

3.  _______________________ purpose is to  _______________________________________

    (author’s last name)                                           (what the author does in the text)

____________________________________________  in order to  ______________________
____________________________________________________________________________.

(what the author wants the audience to do after reading the text)
4. He/she adopts a(n) __________________   tone for ________________________________.









        (intended audience)

Example:

Parent and staff writer with the Sacramento Bee, Daniel Weintraub, in his editorial “The Battle Against Fast Food Begins in the Home,” argues that parents are the responsible and guilty parties for the epidemic of childhood obesity in the state of California.  He supports this claim by identifying key health statistics provided by the Center for Public Health Advocacy, then by providing key areas of blame for current childhood obesity rates, and finally by providing personal examples of how a parent can monitor both fitness and nutrition in the home.  Weintraub’s purpose is to identify the true responsible party for childhood obesity rates in order to convince parents it is time for exercise and proper nutrition in the home.  He adopts a firm tone for an audience of parents and student readers. 
