Introduction to Academic Writing: The Rhetorical Precis
	Terminal Objective:  
Given input and a lesson on the rhetorical precis, students will recall the process and the value of using such analyses with expository texts by listing the 4 steps in writing a precis and then by crafting their own rhetorical precis on two academic articles concerning the Grand Coulee Dam.  Students will then post their precis on their class Scalar webpage.  

	Content Standard Reference: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.7


Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.8


Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

ISTE 1

1. Creativity and innovation

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.

ISTE 2

2. Communication and collaboration

Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

ISTE 3

3.Research and information fluency

Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.

ISTE 4

4. Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making

Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.



	Introduction 
	Body of Lesson 

	Anticipatory Set

Anticipatory Set: Present Puzzlement: Academic paper describing the historical location of Los Alamos and the importance of place will be presented to the class for work in groups.  The whole point of creating a rhetorical precis is breaking down a complex article to analyze the author’s argument. Ask partner groups to analyze the article and write 4 sentences that “sum up” the academic purpose or intent of the author.
	Input   (
4 Steps to Creating Your Rhetorical Precis
1. Sentence #1 will include the following:

a. Name of the author and credentials of the author (professor, author, editor, noted

scholar, etc.)

b. Type of work (essay, lecture, editorial) and the title of the work.

c. The major thesis or argument of the author’s text.
2. Sentence #2 will include the following:

a. How the author develops his thesis (comparing and contrasting, narrating,

illustrating, defining).
3. Sentence #3 will include the following:

a. Statement of the author’s purpose, followed by an “in order to” in which you explain what the author wants the audience to do or feel as a result of reading the text.
4. 
Sentence #4 will include the following: 

a. A description of the audience.
b. A description of the tone the author uses.

	Modeling   (
1. Let me walk you through how I begin to craft a rhetorical precis.

2. Let me walk you through the steps to create a Scalar webpage for publishing your precis.
3. Let me demonstrate how to save your Scalar webpage for others to view and utilize in their study.
	Check for   ( Understanding

We are going to do a think/pair/share activity to answer the following questions.  I will walk around the room to hear your responses for possible sharing.

1. Let us say aloud the 4 sentences that help us craft a scholarly rhetorical precis.  
2. Let us turn to a partner and share your summary of the Los Alamos article.  How can you edit that summary to make it a proper rhetorical precis?

	Guided Practice  (
1. Students will complete rhetorical precis on 2 articles about the Grand Coulee Dam.  Students will have various articles chosen for their groups.
2. Students will upload these precis onto the Scalar website to prove they have learned how to tackle the Scalar publishing website.
3. Students will show their rhetorical precis to their fellow classmates from the Scalar website for peer evaluation.

	Closure

The class will “whip around” issues/problems/ successes they may have experienced writing their precis or when using the Scalar website to add content.  


	Objective

· By the end of the period, you will know how to create a rhetorical precis and you will prove this by demonstrating and reflecting upon the precis you created on the Scalar website for other students to read at the end of class.
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose

What are the reasons why we need to write a rhetorical precis?  Why must I prepare this precis for online viewing?  Student Response:
· The rhetorical precis helps me academically analyze a piece of expository writing.

· Scalar is a new technology that is here to provide information to others.  Many types of problems, experiences can be addressed virtually.
· Teachers/students can publish Scalar pages on various topics.
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent Practice: Students will utilize Scalar to publish rhetorical precis of various Grand Coulee Dam articles at the LAHS Library, the Los Alamos Public Library, or at home.


