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Lesson Overview:
Using textual evidence from two primary sources and one secondary source, students will demonstrate understanding of a primary source and compare it to a secondary source written by an historian. Textual evidence includes primary sources: #1 Columbian (Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter) articles, and #2 Quotes from Nez Perce and Cayuse people about Celilo Falls and salmon fishing; and secondary source #3 Selections of the essay “The Ruling Presence of This Place” by James P. Ronda. Students will analyze and evaluate the influence and effect of the Grand Coulee Dam on the indigenous people in the area of The Grand Coulee Dam and specifically Kettle Falls.
Lesson Objectives: 
-- The student will be able to determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source, and provide an accurate summary of the source that does not include prior knowledge or opinion.
--The student will be able to cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
--The student will be able to evaluate the relationship between the primary and secondary source on the same subject.
--The student will be able to determine an author’s point of view and purpose.
Grade Level:
Grades 6-8 Middle School Language Arts
Time Needed:
Three to five days
Historical Background:
Kettle Falls, on the upper Columbia River about 40 miles south of the Canadian border, was once one of the most important fishing and gathering places for Native Americans in the Northwest. Salish speakers called it Shonitkwu, meaning roaring or noisy waters. The sound of the river, plunging nearly 50 feet in a series of cascades, could be heard for miles. It was said that the salmon ran so thick there that it was impossible to throw a stick into the water without hitting a fish. All this came to an end in 1941, with the completion of Grand Coulee Dam, located about 100 miles downstream. The dam, built without a passage for fish, closed the upper Columbia and its tributaries to migrating salmon. Today, the noise at Kettle Falls comes not from rushing water but from nearby Highway 395. The falls themselves are just slabs of quartzite, buried deep beneath the surface of a reservoir called Franklin D. Roosevelt Lake.

For thousands of years, Kettle Falls had served as the nexus for a complex trading network based on ocean-going fish. Huge numbers of salmon passed through the falls during spawning season, from June through October. The fish were a magnet for Native Americans from both sides of the Rocky Mountains. Plains Indians brought buffalo hides, pemmican, and pigments ground from iron oxide deposits to Kettle Falls, trading for tule mats, dentalium shells, and other goods from the Pacific Coast. Later, European trade goods were added to the mix. Up to 14 tribes met regularly at the falls to fish, trade, and socialize, in what David Thompson, early European explorer and trader called "a kind of general rendezvous for News, Trade and settling disputes".

The "falls" at Kettle Falls were a series of cascades created by enormous blocks of quartzite piled in ledges across the riverbed by prehistoric floods. Water plummeted over the falls with so much force that it seemed to boil. Rocks and boulders tumbled furiously in a gyroscope of water at the bottom, carving circular potholes and craters in the underlying rock. "These boulders, being caught in the inequalities of rocks below the falls, are constantly driven round by the tremendous force of the current, and wear out holes as perfectly round and smooth as in the inner surface of a cast-iron kettle," wrote Canadian artist Paul Kane (1810-1871), who visited the falls in 1847. The potholes and the churning water reminded French Canadian voyageurs of cauldrons. They named the place La Chaudière, for kettle.

Materials:
· Lined notebook paper (student provided)
· Primary source document #1 Columbian (Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter) articles (attached)
· Primary source document #2 Quotes from Nez Perce and Cayuse people about Celilo Falls and salmon fishing (attached)
· Secondary source document #3 Selections of the essay “The Ruling Presence of This Place” by James P. Ronda (attached)
· Photographs of Kettle Falls (before and after) attached
· Photograph of Grand Coulee Dam attached
Procedures:
1. The teacher introduces the lesson The Buried Truth at Kettle Falls by giving background information on the Grand Coulee Dam (GCD), Kettle Falls (KF), and the indigenous people of the area, and asking what the students know about salmon fishing/KF/GCD and what they would like to know, writing this information on a sheet of paper using the overhead projector; whiteboard; poster paper on the wall.
2. Have students pair up according to the pairing schedule for the week. Hand out Primary source document #1 Columbian (Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter) articles, one per pair. Have the students number the paragraphs. The teacher reads the document out loud using share read (students follow along silently as teacher reads aloud modeling prosody, inflection, and punctuation). Teacher reads a paragraph, and then asks students to join in reading along after a few words to finish reading the paragraph with the teacher a second time. This is to support English language learners (ELLs) and struggling readers.
(a) Upon completing the second reading of each paragraph, have pairs underline key words, explaining that key words will help in summarizing the reading. Key words are nouns or verbs and no more than 6 to 8 words. The teacher may need to define some vocabulary words and have students highlight the words and write the definition above the word. 
(b) Each pair should have a sheet of lined notebook paper. The pairs can discuss a summary sentence or two for each paragraph. They can write the summary sentences (numbered according to each paragraph) on their lined paper. They will follow this process: find key words, definitions, and summarize to complete the first document. Have pairs share their paragraph summaries at the end.
3. Have students pair up according to the pairing schedule and hand out Primary source document #2 Quotes from Nez Perce and Cayuse people about Celilo Falls and salmon fishing (attached) one per each pair.
4. Read through each paragraph of document #2 using the same strategies as reading through document #1. Identify key words and define new vocabulary words. Have the pairs summarize each paragraph and share with the whole group at the end.
5. Have the pairs compare the two primary source documents and their summaries, and working together, each pair should write down on their lined paper their analysis and evaluation of the influence and effect of the Grand Coulee Dam on the indigenous people in the area of The Grand Coulee Dam and specifically Kettle Falls. Post two questions for the pairs to answer such as 1) List and explain three ways that you think the people of KF might have been influenced by the GCD? 2) In your opinion, evaluate the influence of the GCD on the people of KF. Explain your reasoning by writing a paragraph using at least 5 complete sentences.
6. Hand out Secondary source document #3 Selections of the essay “The Ruling Presence of This Place” by James P. Ronda (attached). Using the strategies for documents #1 and 2 read through the document and summarize in pairs. Identify key words and define vocabulary words. The pairs should summarize each paragraph and share with the whole group.
7. Have the pairs compare Ronda’s account with their analysis and evaluation of the primary source documents from step 5 above and add to or change their analyses and evaluations by writing a second paragraph of at least five complete sentences.

Assessment and Extensions:
To assess understanding, each student should have a sheet of lined paper and access to documents #1, 2, and 3. Each student, working individually, should write a paragraph indicating his or her analysis and evaluation of the GCD on the people of KF. Students should use complete sentences and provide at least three pieces of evidence from the texts to support their thinking in their paragraph. Each piece of evidence should be cited using (Author, #). The paragraph should be at least five sentences. Evaluate according to rules of grammar and understanding of the texts.



Document #1 Columbian Newsletter articles about the construction of the Grand Coulee Dam in 1938 through 1941.

Columbian, Consolidated Builders, Ind., Mason City, WA. Vol.4, No. 12, 11-17-1938. p. 1, 3.
Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter

“No. 1 W.P.A. Project Precedes Rise of World’s Largest Man-made Lake”
Already the backwater of the dam has climbed 30 feet and now reaches a point five miles upstream. Assuming that flood seasons, weather and other conditions are average and work schedules on the dam are met, by June of next year waters will have backed up to Keller, 20 miles away; one year later to Hunters, 65 miles away, and in June of 1941 the backwater will have swallowed the historic 30-foot Kettle falls and have reached Marcus, nearly 130 miles away.

More specific duties for the Bureau of Reclamation, the Works Progress Administration or individuals directly concerned include the removal of such towns as Keller, Boyles, Lincoln, Kettle Falls, Inchelium and Marcus and eight other communities; the acquisition by the government of 6800 town lots and from 500 to 600 farms; the removal of many graves and the relocating to higher ground of 36 miles of railroad, 135 miles of highway and the building of 14 bridges.


Columbian, Consolidated Builders, Ind., Mason City, WA. Vol.6, No. 13, 6-27-1940. p. 2-3.
Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter

Bids were received yesterday (June 26) at the USBR offices for a major job in connection with upriver roads. This was for earthwork, structures and track for Great Northern Railway relocation for 16 miles of track from the new town of Kettle Falls (formerly Meyers Falls) to Williams, along the east side of the river; and for 13 miles of track from Kettle Falls to Boyds (west side). The same contracts will include earthwork and structures on adjacent highway relocation.

The two schedules which make up the contracts aggregate 94 bid items and include an estimated clearing of 400 acres, grubbing of 132 acres, excavation of nearly 2 million yards of earth, ½ million of rock, overhaul of 12 million yards, removal and salvaging of 22.8 track miles of rails and fittings, construction of nearly 40 miles of right-of-way fence and of 28.5 miles of telegraph line. A part of the work will be the building of the 325 foot Kettle River Gorge Bridge, the Kettle Falls underpass, the Powell overhead crossing, the Marcus underpass and a 325 foot county highway bridge near the Kettle River railroad bridge. Work is to start within 15 days of receipt from the government of notice to proceed, with completion of all work set for not later than 275 calendar days following. The contract is in accordance with an agreement between the Bureau of Reclamation and the Great Northern Railroad. 



Columbian, Consolidated Builders, Ind., Mason City, WA. Vol.6, No. 14, 7-11-1940. p. 9.
Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter

Bids for Upriver Work Received
Among 12 bidders, J.A. Terteling & Sons, Boise, were low for railway and state highway relocations in the Kettle Falls area on a total bid for two schedules of $1,044,236. Schedule 1 bid was $645,461 for work between Kettle Falls – Williams. Schedule 2, between Kettle Falls and Boyds, was $398,775. (See last issue of Columbian)


Columbian, Consolidated Builders, Ind., Mason City, WA. Vol. 7, No. 4, 2-20-1941. p. 3-4.
Grand Coulee Dam Newsletter

Figures have been totaled this week for drilling by Bureau of Reclamation employees on the Columbia Basin project. Lineal footage for 15 different sites of Bureau drilling, ranging from the Leavenworth area on up to beyond Kettle Falls, shows that USBR Diamond drill cores have been removed from over eight miles of drilling (42,818.7 feet). The Ankeny site, at the far end of the coulee, took 50% of the drilling (21,324.2 feet). The Coulee City site, just beyond, has taken 9435.2 feet.



Document #2 Quotes by Nez Perce and Cayuse peoples about Celilo Falls and salmon fishing on the Columbia River

My first impression of Celilo was unforgettable. I was awestruck by the falls and the sounds of the river. It was just beautiful: the falls went across the whole river. Richard Powaukee (Nez Perce) p. 67


One of the first fish I ever caught at Celilo when I was a boy would have pulled me in if I hadn’t been tied off. I learned a lesson that day. Some things are a lot more powerful than we give them credit for. I had no idea that the combination of water and fish could be so strong. Leroy Seth (Nez Perce) p. 67


We learn a lot of lessons from watching animals. The salmon are one of our best teachers. We learn from them that we have to do certain things by the seasons. We watch the salmon as smolts going to the ocean and observe them returning home. We see the many obstacles that they have to overcome. We see them fulfill the circle of life, just as we must do. If the salmon aren’t here, the circle becomes broken and we all suffer. Leroy Seth (Nez Perce) p. 3


In 1977, Samuel N. Penney, Chairman of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee, testified before Congress regarding the Tribe’s commitment to salmon restoration:

	For generations, our ancestors were the caretakers of the Pacific Northwest’s salmon runs 	and treated them as a part of the world that our creator had entrusted to us. The decline of 	the Pacific Northwest’s salmon runs is the most serious environmental concern in the 	region and is also one the Tribe must squarely face. The concerns we have with the 	declining salmon runs are shared by many of our neighbors in the Pacific Northwest who 	also share a connection with the region’s signature resource.

	From the Nez Perce Tribe’s point of view, reversing the decline of Columbia Basin 	salmon is more than just a matter of professional interest, or a legal obligation, or a cost 	of doing business. The salmon are an integral part of our way of life. We recognize that 	we have more to lose than anyone if the salmon runs continue to decline. p. 4


To me Celilo was the eighth wonder of the world. I was there that day in 1957 when the water covered up that area. That experience was probably the most heartbreaking time of my life. The government paid us each $3,494.26 to make up for the loss of Celilo. When you think that many of our people at that time were sometimes able to earn anywhere from $1,000 to $4,000 a week from catching and selling salmon, the amount we got does not even come close to making up for the loss of the Celilo fishery. Kathleen Gordon (Cayuse). p. 70


What most people don’t realize is that the destruction of Celilo Falls entailed more than just eliminating a traditional fishing site. Celilo was a gathering place. It symbolized a very important social event that the Indians looked forward to every year. Celilo was a celebration for the people to watch the salmon run and to be a part of it. Rod Wheeler (Nez Perce). p. 71


We didn’t just go to Celilo to catch fish. Celilo was the place to go to be with your relatives, to trade for other goods, to play games, gamble, and it was a good place to find a mate. Leroy Seth (Nez Perce). p. 71


One of the most impressive things to me about Celilo was the lack of sounds and smells when you left the river. The lack of the smell of fish and the lack of the roar of the water – the silence – was very noticeable. Vaughan Bybee (Nez Perce). p. 72


I can still recall as a youngster of four or five going to Celilo with my father and uncles. There I always knew that something special was taking place and never imagined that my eyes would have to lock that in for remembrance for the times that we would know today when it is gone and doesn’t exist anymore. I am honored that I have that remembrance of watching my elders fish from those platforms. It gave me a feeling and assured me that all Indian people honored the Salmon in the same way. They respected Mother Earth and the strength of those great rivers. They not only respected the life that they gave but also respected the life that they could take as well. Levi Holt (Nez Perce) p. 79

Landeen, D. and Pinkham, A. Salmon and His People – Fish & Fishing in Nez Perce Culture. Idaho: Confluence Press.




Document #3 Secondary document -- essay by James P. Ronda
“The Ruling Presence of This Place”

…[L]ike many other American writers, Wendell Berry has grasped something fundamental about land, rivers, and the lives of all creatures. The whole of what he writes is this: “The river is the ruling presence of this place. The mind, no matter how free of it, is always tempted and tugged at by the nearness of the water and the clear space over it, ever widening and deepening into the continent.” Definition and expression – that is what rivers have given to the cultures of the continent. Rivers have defined the spaces, marked the boundaries. They are nature’s survey. In them we read the expressions, the aspirations, the mad dreams and schemes of men and women drawn to the river. p. 76


The full flavor of a rendezvous at The Dalles must have been an unforgettable experience. The smell of dried fish hung in the fall air, and clouds of fleas and gnats hovered everywhere. At peak trading times, some three thousand Indians gathered for the rituals of bargain and exchange. But those festive fall days promised more than redistribution of wealth. Native people met old friends, made new ones, and heard the latest news. Gambling, socializing, and sporting for the opposite sex were all-important features of the trading days. p. 78


Wendell Berry had it only partly right. The river is the ruling presence of the place. But now the river must share the ruling with the presence of human kind. And with all ruling comes obligation, the obligation to know the river’s past and consider with care its future. We have not created the Columbia, but we have invented it. Invention imposes responsibility. In the ritual of the First Salmon, native people cared for the river. How can we express that same care for our invention? p. 88


What kind of a river is the Columbia? … brings to mind Henry Van Dyke’s pointed observation: “It is with rivers as it is with people: the greatest are not always the most agreeable nor the best to live with.” As the river has flowed through our minds we have made it a barrier or a passage, a wild and wasted stream, or the fountain for a garden. The river is not the Other, some alien being or distant presence.” … What kind of a river the Columbia is, was, or might yet be depends on us – who we were, are, and might yet become. p. 87

Great Rivers of the West – Essays on the Columbia River. Lang, W.L. & Carriker, R. Eds. Seattle: University of Washington Press. p. 76-88.


Photographs

Photo #1
[image: http://dc.ewu.edu/blonk/1042/preview.jpg]

Kettle Falls, on the Columbia River. View from the east bank, looking west across the river

Hubert Blonk Papers. SPC-006-0628-5-2-1, 7-1-1936.
Eastern Washington University Libraries, Archives & Special Collections



Photo #2
[image: http://dc.ewu.edu/blonk/1193/preview.jpg]

Kettle Falls before the Grand Coulee Dam raised the river level and flooded it.

Hubert Blonk Papers. SPC-006-0628-5-14-35, 1-1937.
Eastern Washington University Libraries, Archives & Special Collections


Photo #3

[image: C:\Users\radioshack\Downloads\IMG_1073.JPG]

Kettle Falls, WA photograph taken 7-18-17 by Cynthia Rhodes



Photo #4

[image: C:\Users\radioshack\Downloads\IMG_1075.JPG]

Kettle Falls, WA looking at the railroad bridge across the Columbia River on 7-18-17.
Photograph by Cynthia Rhodes



Photo #5

[image: C:\Users\radioshack\Downloads\IMG_1074.JPG]

Kettle Falls, WA taken 7-18-17 by Cynthia Rhodes


Photo #6 Grand Coulee Dam

[image: C:\Users\radioshack\Downloads\IMG_1129.jpg]

Grand Coulee Dam, WA taken 7-19-17 by Cynthia Rhodes
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