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“13/16” by Sherman Alexie
1. I cut myself into sixteen equal pieces
keep thirteen and feed the other three
to the dogs, who have also grown

tired of U.S. Commodities, white cans
black letters translated into Spanish.
“Does this mean I have to learn

the language to eat?” Lester FallsApart asks
but directions for preparation are simple:
a. WASH CAN; b. OPEN CAN; c. EXAMINE CONTENTS

OF CAN FOR SPOILAGE; d. EMPTY CONTENTS
OF CAN INTO SAUCE PAN; e. COOK CONTENTS
OVER HIGH HEAT; f. SERVE AND EAT.
2. It is done by blood, reservation mathematics, fractions:
father (full-blood) + mother (5/8) = son (13/16).

It is done by enrollment number, last name first, first name last:
Spokane Tribal Enrollment Number 1569; Victor, Chief.

It is done by identification card, photograph, lamination:
IF FOUND, PLEASE RETURN TO SPOKANE TRIBE OF INDIANS,
WELLPINIT, WA.

3. The compromise is always made
in increments. On this reservation
we play football on real grass
dream of deserts, three inches of rain

in a year. What we have lost:
uranium mine, Little Falls Dam
salmon. Our excuses are trapped
within museums, roadside attractions

totem poles in Riverfront Park.
I was there, watching the Spokane River
changing. A ten-year-old white boy asked
if I was a real Indian. He did not wait

for an answer, instead carving his initials
into the totem with a pocketknife: J.N.
We are what we take, carving my name
my enrollment number, thirteen hash marks

into the wood. A story is remembered
as evidence, the Indian man they found dead
shot I the alley behind the Mayfair.
Authorities reported a rumor he had relatives

in Minnesota. A member of some tribe or another
his photograph on the 11 o’clock news. Eyes, hair
all dark, his shovel-shaped incisor, each the same
ordinary identification of the anonymous.

4. When my father disappeared, we found him
years later, in a strange kitchen searching
for footprints in the dust: still

untouched on the shelves all the commodity
cans without labels—my father opened them
one by one, finding a story in each.



NEEDED:	PIECE OF YOUR OWN PAPER, WRITING TOOL, WORK FOLDER, LAPTOP
 
SHERMAN ALEXIE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman_Alexie or other source...

Front of YOUR Paper – Top Half: 	1)	Create a Sherman Alexie CINQUAIN POEM
					2)	Add five more words or phrases that didn’t fit into poem format.

BLOOD QUANTUM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_quantum_laws or other source...

Front of YOUR Paper – Bottom Half:	3)	Explain “blood quantum” in three sentences.
					4)	Draw and create a TABOO vocab card for “blood quantum.”
							(WORD ON TOP – FOUR KEY WORDS BELOW)

13/16THS – POEM HANDOUT

Please annotate article using PIECES OF THINKING with SYMBOLS – FOUR PIECES OF THINKING PER SIDE OF POEM,
 then LITERACY CIRCLES, then FULL CLASSROOM SHARE.


ETHNICITY, SELF IDENTITY, LINEAGE, FAMILY TREE, CULTURAL CONNECTION

Back of YOUR PAPER (if you feel comfortable), please offer your knowledge of your “13/16ths” background AND/OR offer groups you identify with (skater, Brony, Breakfast Club groupings, etc) AND/OR write down a piece of your family tree, AND/OR help me understand how you connect to the past.

GUIDING QUESTIONS - 		HOW DOES SHERMAN ALEXIE SELF IDENTIFY?
HOW IS BLOOD QUANTUM USED?
HOW DO YOU SELF IDENTIFY?
				
 Annotating Techniques

On the Paper or Post-It	    Stands for Thinking		Explanation of Meaning

!			Main Point		Restatement of intent in your own words.

©			Conclusion		Understanding intent of a section or selection.

?			Question		A related question that enters your mind.

“  ”			Quotation		Word use or phrase that caught your attention.

↔			Connection		Relates to history, your life, or popular culture.

#			Statistic			Restatement of number with explanation why.

???			Confused		Caused you disbelief, contradicted information.

!!!			Mad			Caused you anger, include detail why.

TWENTY WORDS FOR EACH PIECE OF THINKING.

· Shows me how you are thinking.
· Triggers your memory for review.
· Gives you a reason to pay attention.
· Allows you to look for controversy and point of view. 
· Gives you something to talk about in discussion group.
· Offers examples, quotes, and info to use later to support opinion.




CINQUAIN POETRY:  A FIVE-LINE STANZA
LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF CINQUAIN POETRY

· check for understanding
· analyze character
· clarify information
· elaborate on theme
· synthesize information
· improve recall


The CINQUAIN PATTERN
LINE 1	One word (NOUN) subject of your poem
LINE 2	Two words (ADJECTIVES) that describe the noun
LINE 3	Three words (VERBS) ending in “ing” showing action
LINE 4	Four words relating to a feeling or idea
LINE 5	One word (NOUN) that refers to LINE 1

Example from U. S. History
Freedmen
Uneducated, frightened
Struggling, willing, hardworking
Freed, but not free
Reconstruction

Example from Literature

Atticus
Intelligent, compassionate
Teaching, defending, sheltering
Role model for all
Father



Example from World History
Genghis
Fierce, proud
Leading, capturing, fighting
Head of vast empire
Mongol

Example from World History

Picasso
Talented, prolific
Painting, mastering, experimenting
Cubism and color periods
Artist
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Wonders of the World – potential topic…
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