[bookmark: _GoBack]
Elementary Library Lesson Plan:  
Releasing Horse Creek:  Place Based Learning /Multiple Narratives 

Designed by Renee Huizenga 

Grade Levels:  2-5

Focus:  Close Reading of Informational “text” (images and video) to identify multiple narratives 

Essential Question:  What effect do people have on their environment?

Background information:  As a librarian, I see students once every 6 days for 45 minutes, which includes checking out books.  I align my information and digital literacy lessons to classroom curriculum for more impact and deeper student learning. This lesson in the library would be taught over 2-3 sessions.   This series of lessons most closely supports 4th grade “Washington State History” curriculum, but also relates to WA State Social Studies standards for 2nd - 5th grade and ELA CCSS related to reading informational text. 

Essential Question: 
How do we affect the environment?  How does the environment affect us? 			

This lesson looks at  Horse Creek (a stream within walking distance of our school  that had run through a culvert for over 75 years and was recently daylighted) through multiple perspectives and encourages students to research many perspectives when looking at historical events.  I will tie it to Grand Coulee Dam using the book A Horse’s Tale, which chronicles WA State history from 1890 to 1990 in 10 year increments from the perspective of children from each time period  and the perspective of a small wooden horse. 

Materials: (see resource list for links) 
Images:  printed, one set for each table group 
· Horse Creek Before Relocation - culvert  (photo 1) 
· Horse Creek during renovation (photo 2) 
· Horse Creek After Renovation (photo 3)
· Grand Coulee before the dam 
· Grand Coulee dam during construction
· Grand Coulee dam today
Videos:  
Releasing Horse Creek (YouTube) 
Through Salmon Eyes (WA State Since Time Immemorial Curriculum)
Text Document:  Horse Creek Q & A 
Paper flipchart and sticky notes
A Horse’s Tale:  Ten Adventures in One Hundred Years,  ed. by Nancy Luenn
Salmon Game (Alaska Fisheries Resource) 
A RIver Lost by Lynn Bragg, Hancock House, 2010.

Session One: 
Procedure:
Show students a diagram of the North Creek Watershed and show them where Bothell is in the North Creek Watershed 

Reveal a Large Sheet of Paper labeled “Photo 1”, “Photo 2,” and “Photo 3”

10 min:  Distribute a set of Horse Creek Photos and sticky notes  to each table group with set of guiding questions.  Instruct students to look closely at each image and compare/discuss them in their table groups.  What do they notice about each image?  How are the images alike and different? Have them record their observations on sticky notes and put them on the large sheet of paper.  If they are having difficulty identifying differences or identifying what is happening in the series of images, hand out copies of Q&A sheet about Horse Creek. 

(10 min) When students have added several observations to the paper, lead a whole group discussion about details  they noticed.  Most of them will recognize the area (in front of the public library) and note that the pictures represent the steps that were taken to rehabilitate Horse Creek.  

Discussion Question:  Why did people decide to restore Horse Creek?  - record student responses on another sheet of paper.  

(3-6 min) Watch Releasing Horse Creek Video (there is one quick shot of a fish in the stream) - Instruct them to watch closely and pay close attention to the water.  Show clip twice and have students record details they notice and add them to the sticky notes on the large sheet of paper.  Hopefully they’ll notice the fish. 


Session Two:  

Procedure:
Review  the details about Horse Creek that students identified in Lesson One. 
Explain that they will be watching another video today.  It is also about a creek, but from a different perspective.  Instruct them to watch closely and record any “ahas” or questions they have  about the content or the perspective  in this video. 

Watch:   Through Salmon Eyes 

Discussion:  How is the perspective of this video different from the one about Horse Creek?  Did they have any “aha” moments when they viewed the creek from below water level? 

Divide students into two teams  and go outside to play The Salmon Game -- what does it feel like to be a salmon trying to spawn?  

Session Three: 
Show students large proejcted  images of Grand Coulee pre, during and post dam construction (identical print images will be on their tables).   Explain that the next chapter of the book focuses on the building of the dam, and encourage them to refer to images as you read.

Read:  Horse’s Tale chapter about Grand Coulee Dam:  what voices/perspectives do we hear in the story?  The author of the chapter researched the topic before she wrote the chapter.  DId she include multiple perspectives? 

Read:  A RIver Lost - from what perspective is this story written? 

Divide Students into 4 groups:  Salmon,  Native Americans,  Dam Builders and Farmers.  Have each group look at the pre- and post-Grand Coulee Dam pictures and collectively  list what they notice about each image from their assigned perspective. 







Resources (and links) 

A Horse’s’ Tale: Ten Adventures in 100 years, ed. By Nancy Luen, Parenting Press, 1989. 

A River Lost by Lynn Bragg, Hancock House, 2010.

Horse Creek Ribbon Cutting Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OmgvvMeYhA

Horse Creek Project Facts: 
http://www.bothellwa.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1047

Through Salmon Eyes video 
https://vimeo.com/3584149

Places to see Salmon in Bothell 
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/action/salmon-seeson/northcreek.aspx

North Creek WaterShed 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/NorthCreek/

The Salmon Game 
https://ak4hsalmonintheclassroom.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/0/2/14026701/chapter2_salmon_game2.pdf


 



