
A template for Statement of Academic Purpose (SOAP)
This is simply a guide to help you formulate your ideas and thoughts. You have to pay attention
to what the prompt is asking of you – which could be only a two-page statement, to breaking
your writing response into discrete sections with specific questions. Usually, however, prompts
ask generally the same thing. So, spend time writing a solid SOAP that you can parse and adjust
accordingly.

1. Introduction paragraph
a. Your unique relationship to the research
b. This should have some background history of why you’ve chosen this area/major

2. Your current research paragraph
a. Definitely include your mentor’s name!
b. This can include research you’ve done in the past

3. Your steps that you have taken to prepare for graduate school paragraph
a. Research conferences
b. McNair program
c. Internships
d. Research assistantships or volunteer work

4. A tie in with the university/professor
a. Drop their name(s)
b. How you have communicated – phone call, skype session
c. Why this program/scholarship/internship is a good fit for you

5. Conclusion paragraph
a. Future research you intend to do
b. The impact this will have on the community
c. Essentially, what you see yourself doing in five years
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