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United Fruit Company & Mayanisation

THESIS
This research project contends that an 
intentional and active campaign to minimize 
the historical significance of indigenous 
peoples in Honduras has popularly 
minimized the importance of the local tribes 
in the national history. Moreover, this 
research highlights how the historical 
minimizing of the indigenous presence in 
Honduras contributes to contemporary 
discrimination and repression toward native 
people.

Background on Goldcorps

1. Lenca
2. Tolupanes.
3. Garifunas.
4. Misquitos.
5. Chortis.
6. Tawahkas.
7. Pech.
8. Garinagu or 

Negros 
Creoles.

Land displacement History
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Mining and modern imperialism
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• Tom Palmer 
President of 
Goldcorps in 
2019-2020

•Doris 
Stone

•General Tiburcio
Carias Andino

•Samuel Zemurray.

•Concesiones mineras por departamento:
•DepartamentoNúmero de concesiones
•Cortés 56
•Olancho 33
•Choluteca 28
•Francisco Morazán 27
•Santa Bárbara 25
•Comayagua 20
•El Paraíso 20
•Yoro 19
•Colón 18
•Atlántida 17
•Lempira 5
•Copán 4
•Islas de la Bahía 3
•Valle 3
•La Paz 2
•Gracias a Dios 1
•Ocotepeque 1
•Total mines in Honduras: 282

Indigenous cultural territories.

• Gary Goldberg 
President of 
Goldcorp's from 
2013-2019

1.December 28, 1874, Agreement of the Supreme 
Executive Power that orders to exclude from the 
measure of the siege of Copán the area of a 
cavalry of land in which the memorable ruins and 
other monuments of antiquity are included, 
existing there, and orders that those, be preserved 
under the protection of the Government. 

2.April 29, 1877, Law on Agriculture. 
3. Finance within two months of December 3, 1880
4.Supreme Agreement mandating that the owners 

of land on the North Coast submit their titles to 
the Ministry of May 15, 1888, Land regulations. 

5.issued by the National Constituent Assembly on 
August 24, 1895, Decree number 85 

6.May 12, 1898, Agrarian Law.  
7. issued by the National Congress on March 11, 

1899, repealing article 85 of the Agrarian Law. 
March 11, 1899, Decree no. 191

The effects of water contamination due to mining
Illnesses cause by mining operations
• Skin infections the are seen in the 

form of pustules and rashes on legs 
and arms

• Urinary infections causing extreme 
pain wile urinating 

• Respiratory infections causing 
difficulty in breathing hear pain

Minerals and materials that contribute to 
this illnesses
• Mercury for the extraction of gold
• Cyanide use in the extraction of gold
• Sulfured in the extraction of copper

1.March 8, 1870, Decree of division of national 
lands, 

2.February 20, 1872, Decree of the National 
Congress establishing the sale price of national 
lands. 

3.February 17, 1873, Resolution clarifying the 
provision of the supreme agreement of October 
31, 1865, on the review of the files of royal lands 
that are in process. 

President of the United Fruit 
Company 1938-1951.

General Tiburcio Carias Andino
(1933-1949), faithful defender of the 
interests of United Fruit Co. since the 
1920s.

Anthropologist Doris Stone, 
daughter of the president of United 
Fruit Company Samuel Zemurray. 
Beginning in the 1950s Stone 
supported the idea of 
“Mayanisation” through the system 
of education with putting more 
importance to the Mayan culture in 
the History textbooks in Honduras.

• Porfirio lobo 
President of 
Honduras 
2010-2014

Overlapping of the native territories and the 
mining companies.

Foreign companies that needed permission to start their 
operations in the country.  This permission was granted by 
Pepe Lobo stating that “Honduras was “Open for business,” a 
government mantra that promised not just economic 
recovery but the transformation of Honduras into a modern 
and “world-class nation.

• Juan Orlando 
President of 
Honduras 
2014-2022
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