
Ben Franklin Speech Takeaways
Academic Programs Task Force

Transcribed:
1. “Most men indeed…” we (collective EWU we) think we have all the data/info/answers
2. “The opinions I have had of its errors…” what we discuss is held in confidence
3. “From such an assembly…” expectation not to succeed; infighting
Implication: “For the good of the whole”



Transcribed:
● Open minded - doubting our own judgment and be open/respect others judgment
● We are making hard decisions with the expectation they will be well administered
● Partisanship and self interest will result in failure of the process
● We may have to choose discomfort with process and results



Transcribed:
● Implication: By following (last page’s takeaways and others) we will finish the report*
● Success was defined as “fining the report”



Transcribed:
● Be flexible on our thinking and doubt our own judgment
● Trust that we are going to come up with as good a product as any other group would



Transcribed:
● Respect the judgment of others
● …consent because I expect no better
● Don’t publicly denigrate the process
● Humble
● Respect the process
● Respect people’s opinions


